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Why	Biblical	Preaching?	

•  What	is	Biblical	Preaching?	(not	just	illiteracy)	
•  Authority	of	the	Bible	
•  CooptaJon	of	the	Bible	
•  Preaching	the	Word	of	God	



Preaching	the	Word	of	God	

“Theology	must	always	begin	and	always	find	
renewal,	not	with	words	found	in	texts,	but	with	

the	experience	of	actual	human	bodies.”	
	

	
	

	
Luke	Timothy	Johnson	

The	Revelatory	Body:	Theology	As	Induc7ve	Art	



A	new	starJng	point?	
	
	
	 		

Creed,	Scripture,	Experience	
	

	
	
	
	

	 	…Word	alone	



what	does	this	mean?	

z Inherent	instability	
z Truth	is	experienJal	not	proposiJonal	
z SystemaJc	theology	is	oxymoronic	idolatry	
z Theology	a	descripJon	of	life	and	not	texts	



CooptaJon	
of	the	Bible	



truth	telling	
	







truth-telling…	
•  Prophets	of	the	
Old	Testament	
– Historical	books	
– Predictors	of	the	
future	only	
insofar	as	there	
is	truth	in	the	
present	and	the	
past	

– Cannot	separate	
out	pastoral	and	
propheJc		

•  Jesus	



Morality	Gauge…	



PlaJtudes,	Pithy	Sayings,	and	Proverbs	



Divine	Reference	Book	
	





Bible	=	biblia	=	liFle	books	

•  NarraIves	
•  Histories	
•  Poetry	
•  Wisdom	Literature	
•  Prophecy	
•  ApocalypIc	
•  Gospels	
•  LeFers	
•  Hymns,	parables,	
miracles	

	



•  There	are	93	women	who	speak	in	the	Bible,	49	of	
whom	are	named.	These	women	speak	a	total	of	
14,056	words	collecJvely	--	roughly	1.1	percent	of	
the	Bible	

•  Mary	=	191	words	
•  Mary	Magdalene	=	61	
•  Sarah	=	141	
	
	
Bible	Women:	All	Their	Words	and	Why	They	Ma=er	

Rev.	Lindsay	Hardin	Freeman	
	



•  As	a	preacher,	taking	
seriously	your	
rela7onship	with	the	
Bible.	What	do	you	
like	and	not	like?	

•  If	you	don’t	preach	on	
the	Bible,	somebody	
else	will.		

•  At	stake	–	the	very	
defini7on	of	what	it	
means	to	be	Chris7an	





Know	Your	Bible…	
Some	Truthful	QuesJons	

q What’s	in	it	and	what	do	you	
care	about?	

q When	was	the	last	Jme	you	
really	thought	about	what	it	

means	to	you?	



What	is	your	“go	to”	
biblical	story?	



Desert	Island	Canon	



The	Authority	of	the	Bible	

Not	that	the	Bible	is	authoritaJve	but	how?	



AssumpIons	
v To	call	a	text	authoritaJve	
does	not	mean	that	we	read	
it	uncriJcally	

v In	what	sense	authority	of	
the	Bible	is	derived	from	its	
subject	ma?er	–	God	

v God	known	by	relaJonship	
God	has	with	God’s	people	–	
so,	knowing	God	happens	
outside	of	scripture	–	
experience		



How	is	the	Bible	AuthoritaJve?	
q In	what	the	Bible	says	(e.g.,	about	God	and	
world)	

q In	what	the	Bible	is	(e.g.,	holy,	sacred,	a	place	
to	encounter	God)	

q In	what	the	Bible	does	(e.g.,	sancJfy,	shape	
character,	form	community)	



² To	claim	the	authority	of	the	Bible	is	to	say	
that	it	helps	you	put	into	perspecJve	or	make	
sense	of	your	experience	of	God.	

² How	this	at	work	in	the	NT.	Series	of	
conversaJons	about	these	tensions.		

² Knowledge	of	God	from	Scripture		
	but	now		
	knowledge	of		
	God	by	experience.	



u Scripture	“authors”	a	
certain	idenJty		
u Invites	us	to	enter	the	
world	that	scripture	
imagines		

u Has	a	claim	on	living	in	a	
certain	way	rather	than	
solving	problems	

u Shapes	who	we	are	and	
what	we	do	

u Scripture	provides	
“authoriJes”	for	ChrisJan	
discernment	and	decision		



The	Authority	of	the	Bible	

•  To	claim	the	authority	of	the	Bible	is	to	say	
that	it	helps	you	put	into	perspecJve	or	make	
sense	of	your	experience	of	God.		

•  It	helps	you	think	theologically.	
	



		
“ChrisJans	in	modernity	thought	their	task	was	
to	make	the	Gospel	intelligible	to	the	world	
rather	than	to	help	the	world	understand	why	it	
could	not	be	intelligible	without	the	Gospel.”		

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	—		Stanley	Hauerwas	
		

What	is	Biblical	Preaching?	



Cornel	West	(Democracy	
Ma=ers),	“PropheJc	beings	
have	as	their	special	aim	to	
sha?er	deliberate	ignorance	
and	willful	blindness	to	the	
sufferings	of	others,	and	to	
expose	the	clever	forms	of	
evasion	and	escape	we	devise	
in	order	to	hide	and	conceal	
injusJce….”		



“I	am	not	surprised	
that	most	prophets	
were	iJnerant.	Many	
budding	prophets	
over	Jme	become	
harmless	parish	
priests.”		

	Niebuhr,	 	 	 	
	Leaves	From	 	
	the	Notebook		
	of	a	Tamed	 	 	
	Cynic	



“The	dangers	of	propheJc	
preaching	are	obvious	

and	not	to	be	envied	but	
that	is	what	Jesus	appears	

to	be	direcJng	us	to	
consider.”	

	Niebuhr,	Leaves	From	the	
Notebook	of	a	Tamed	Cynic	





An	“idle”	tale…	
Luke	24:11	


